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In recent years the Russian-born pianist, teacher, 
composer, entrepreneur and educator extraordinaire 
Elena Cobb has made a huge international impact 
on young pianists. Her name and her extraordinary 

festival at London’s Royal Albert Hall have attracted 
considerable attention - and with good reason! Cobb is in 
the business of allowing young pianists the confidence and 
energy to fly, to express their enthusiasm and desire to 
communicate.

She does this through her extremely successful series of 
publications which includes a list of best-selling compositions 
by some of the leading composers of educational piano 
music working today. With her vibrancy, positive aesthetic 
and desire to reach out to more and more young pianists the 
world over, Elena Cobb is a perfect role model for aspiring 
young musicians. It was fascinating to learn more about her 
motivations and projects in a recent interview exclusively for 
Piano Professional:

Murray McLachlan: You have an evangelical energy and 
dedication with jazz piano. Tell us about some of the most 
memorable experiences you have had working with younger 
pianists who have previously had little or no experience of 
improvisation and jazz. 

Elena Cobb: It’s very kind of you to say so! My interest in 
improvisation started to develop alongside regular piano 
lessons when my pupils asked me to teach them to create 
solos in jazzy tunes they were playing. 

As children were generally classically trained, they 
encountered two significant obstacles: the melody often had 
a “swing” and they had to play something that wasn’t written 
in the score. 

From the pedagogical point of view, it was fascinating 
to observe how pupils who had very little experience in 
improvisation and struggled with rhythm initially were able to 
create flawless solos only because they were really interested 
in the topic and remained focused. 

Apart from your teachers, who are the most important 
influences on your career? 

Rostropovich who was not only commissioning works to 
new composers but also was the one to perform them.

The Elena Cobb Star Prizes at music festivals have made 
a huge impact on many young pianists. Tell us how you 
developed this idea and how things are now set.

In 2015 The British and International Federation of 
Festivals made an announcement that Elena Cobb Star Prize 
will be awarded in three new categories during festivals. 

This innovative opportunity was designed to increase 
participation at the member festivals and since then, I was 

working with the Federation to help provide direct financial 
support to Festivals to include three new piano classes in their 
Syllabus.

From 2017, The British Federation of Festivals, EVC Music, 
and ABRSM joined forces and Elena Cobb Star Prize included 
Piano Star books published by the ABRSM. In September 
2018, Piano Dreams books by Trinity were also added to the 
performance list.

Festival organisers can choose any one, two or as many 
pieces as they wish for each class. The winners receive cash 
prizes and invitation to perform at the Elena Cobb Star Prize 
Festival at the Royal Albert Hall Elgar Room.

The Albert Hall is such a famous venue the world over - it 
is marvellous that you are giving talented pianists across 
the globe the opportunity to perform there. Tell us about 
how this started and about some of the performers who have 
made an impact in your special showcase events there. 

It only became possible because of the amazing support 
from the festival organisers, volunteers and performers and 
I could not wish for the better partners! Together with my 
partners at the British Federation of Festivals and ABRSM I 
believe this is a very special initiative to give young pianists a 
once-in-a-lifetime musical moment that will stay with them 
forever, as well as supporting up-and-coming composers and 
promoting contemporary music.

Steven Roberts, Chairman of the British & International 
Federation of Festivals: “Since we began working with Elena, 
over 45 young pianists have been awarded the Star Prize in 
the UK, and now have the opportunity to play at the Royal 
Albert Hall! It’s a joy to work with Elena, and we hope to 
continue working together to create even more opportunities 
for young performers around the world.”

The prize is all about the feel-good-factor, motivation and 
experience. With so many children playing EVC music in the 
festivals and competitions around the world, I felt I needed to 
thank them and decided to organise an event where they can 
experience an amazing opportunity of playing these pieces 
again but at one of the greatest venues in the world. 

Giving young pianists an opportunity to perform on stage 
helps build confidence and motivation and it helps develop a 
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in the book is a little gem 
depicting a charming 
character in the book.

A teenage Israeli 
pianist Noa Kapelyushnik 
premiered Six Piano 
Preludes About Time 
by the Glasgow-based 
composer Mark Goddard 
at the audition of the 
internationally renowned 
Cliburn International 
Junior Piano Competition 
in Dallas, Texas, in March 

2019 and premiered them at the Elena Cobb Star Prize Festival 
on 4 April at the Royal Albert Hall in the UK. 

Professor Tania Kozlov of Israel Conservatory of Music in Tel 
Aviv described the cycle as an “extremely attractive collection 
for young pianists, with an abundance of syncopation and bright 
harmonious colours”. 

Andrew Higgins’s Birds Études-Tableaux are six virtuoso 
studies skilfully written in the contemporary classical genre. 

Heather Hammond’s Ballads Without Words and Grooves 
For Piano Dudes, Sam Wedgwood’s Projects offer a great 
selection of ballads and jazzy pieces for the intermediate 
level students. 

Paul Birchall‘s Daily Expressions will appeal to teenagers 
with their minimalist style. 

Graham Lynch’s Sound Sketches are delightful pieces for 
beginners. 

Lindsey Berwin’s All The Fun At The Fair compositions will 
capture players' imagination with their expressiveness. 

Irina Nenartovich’s Album For The Young instantly appealing 
style mixes diatonic and chromatic themes with sparkling 
neo-romantic elements, influenced by Russian folklore.

I tend to write in the contemporary classical style shaped by 
the Romantic composers of the 19th century.

There are several interesting new projects in the pipeline, 
and we will be adding new piano collections and new names in 
the EVC catalogue later in 2019.

How do you see your publication house developing? 

The quote by Andrew Eales of Pianodao.com describers the 
spirit of what we have achieved so far well: “The rise and rise 
of EVC Music Publications as an exciting and innovative music 
publisher can’t have escaped the notice of any player or teacher 
active on social media, and like many I have watched their 
emergence over the last three years or so with growing interest.”

Mark Goddard’s Preludes’ selection as a choice for the 
Cliburn audition is an encouraging sign of the growing 
interest in our publications among professional piano 

pedagogues and it confirms that we’re moving in the right 
direction.

We publish music for performances, and I am delighted 
with how many EVC Music’s piano pieces are already featured 
in the contemporary composer categories in the festivals 
and competitions abroad: Carmel Klavier International Piano 
Competition For Young Artist and BMTG Piano Competition 
New York in the USA, Feurich Competition Vienna in Austria, 
Clavis International Piano Competition in Germany and Russia 
(St Petersburg), Scherzo Young Pianist Competition in Israel. 

What hopes, dreams and plans do you have for the future? 

The greatest challenge for new music is to be heard in 
the time it is written. I will continue to work so that recital 
piano sheet music published by EVC will have a platform 
for reaching out to a wider audience of piano teachers and 
students anywhere in the world. Music offers such wonderful 
opportunities, both to performers and audiences, and I’m 
happy to be part of the process of bringing new works into the 
repertoire.

EVC Music is an 
Internet-based 
sheet music 
publisher. It aims 
to inspire young 
pianists worldwide 
with a wide-ranging 
recital repertoire. 
The catalogue 
includes both 
traditional books 
and digital sheet 
music, written in a 
variety of styles by 
living composers, 
including Nikki Iles, Mark Goddard, Heather Hammond, 
Donald Thomson, Andrew Higgins, Graham Lynch, Sam 
Wedgwood, Paul Birchall, Melanie Spanswick, Lindsey Berwin, 
Irina Nenartovich, Pam & Olly Wedgwood and Elena Cobb.

The collections have been well-received by reviewers at 
International Piano, Music Teacher and Pianist magazines as 
well as by music education bloggers in the UK and abroad.

The Elena Cobb Star Prize Festival at the Royal Albert Hall 
Elgar Room is the publisher’s annual showcase where young 
pianists from across the world perform piano pieces by EVC 
composers.

www.elenacobb.com
www.elenacobbstarprize.com

EVC Music Publications Ltd 
Suites 2 & 3 Bow Street Chambers 
1/2 Bow Street, Rugeley 
Staffs WS15 2BT, UK

wide range of skills. When that stage is the world-class Royal 
Albert Hall, the experience can be life-changing. 

At its launch in April 2018, the Elena Cobb Star Prize 
Festival – organised by EVC, in partnership with The British & 
International Federation of Festivals and ABRSM – featured 
42 pianists from ten countries – including the US, Columbia, 
South Korea, Europe and Israel. 

The next event, which took place on 4 April 2019, sold 
out just 18 days after registration opened, and we attracted 
around 60 players from fourteen countries. Five-year-old 
Elizabeth Ivanova from Bulgaria was the youngest performer 
on the programme.

The participating pianists (aged 4-18) played on the famous 
Elton John red piano in the RAH’s Elgar Room. I was very keen 
for the event to be open to as many people as possible so 
accessibility is vital: EVC Music sponsored two very talented 
pianists who could otherwise not afford to attend, as well 
as organising a solo recital during our CPD course in London 
for them. The 2019 Festival included a master class with the 
winner of 2014’s BBC Young Musician of the Year, pianist 
Martin James Bartlett, and a recital by the 14-year-old 
Russian pianist-prodigy Eva Gevorgyan, first-prize winner of 
the Robert Schumann International Competition and first-
prize winner and Special Award winner at Cleveland among 
many others. The programme also premiered a work written 
by a young composer, Noeru Iwamoto from Japan, who 
performed it.

 By inviting Martin, Eva and Noeru, I wanted to demonstrate 
to the participants of the festival what has been achieved by 
their peers and I’m convinced that meeting Martin, who was 14 
when he became the BBC winner, Eva, who is 14 now and has 
achieved so much already, and Noeru, who is 11, and whose 
compositional style is already very well developed, will play a 
very important role in their motivation for piano practice.

And your evangelical crusade for music extends beyond 
children too of course! Tell us about your recent CPD for 
teachers.

On 5 April the author of the internationally bestselling 
Tales Of A Musical Journey method for beginners Irina Gorin 
conducted a one-day Practical Piano Pedagogy workshop at 

Peregrine’s Pianos in London focusing on how to develop 
musical ability and healthy technical habits during childhood 
piano lessons. It was especially valuable for parents and 
children as well as for teachers. 

Tell us about your interest in publications.

I am interested in publishing recital repertoire that would 
spark interest in performing among those who are learning 
to play the piano today. I am delighted to see that the pieces 
we publish have already found their performers here in the 
UK and abroad. The seed was planted some years ago with 
Higgledy Piggledy Jazz for piano which became an instant hit. 
All ten toe-tapping tunes were played by children in concerts, 
festivals and live on the BBC Radio. 

What took me by surprise during that time was that pupils 
who normally were shy to perform in public played with 
confidence on air and in concerts with the professional Jazz 
band. This was a light-bulb moment as I realised that with the 
right kind of motivation, repertoire and setting, children can 
overcome their fears and perform to their best ability. 

Andrew Higgins: “...for composers, the great joy comes 
from hearing the pieces through the performances of 
others. A piece leaves us and goes out into the world and 
visits occasionally when it is heard on the radio, or at a 
concert. Hummingbird was performed beautifully by Julian 
Rodríguez, a young man from Columbia whose rendition was 
as committed and articulate as I could ever hope it to be. 
Imagine that. All those thousands of miles and someone 
opens my book and spends all that time learning the music, 
and then one day you get to hear it. That is what a publisher 
can achieve. It is by no means an easy thing, but Elena Cobb 
did this for Hummingbird from the Birds Études-Tableaux.”

Alanna Crouch, a very talented 11-year-old pianist from 
London who studies with Professor Christine Croshaw, 
premiered Arabia Étude-Tableau at the American Protégé 
Competition at Weill Recital Hall, Carnegie Hall, in New York 
and Star Dust at Steinway Hall in London in 2016. 

Peony Pink, a soulful tune from Higgledy Piggledy Jazz, was 
played live as an impromptu encore by the six-year-old Stelios 
Kerasidis on the National TV in Greece in September 2018.

These examples are just the highlights as the actual list of 
those who perform our music in concerts, festivals and local 
TV and radio stations in many countries in the world is long 
and what’s more, it is continuously growing. 

Who are some of the composers whom you have worked 
with recently?

EVC is a new publishing house and most of our books are 
no more than two or three years old. All EVC composers are 
selected for their unmistakably individual style. 

The talented Scottish composer Donald Thomson received a 
nomination for his Celtic Piano Series at the MusicExpo 2018. 
Donald’s music truly celebrates the beauty of Scotland.

In 2018, EVC released Piano Tales for Alice, the first book in 
the Nikki Iles Piano Tales series of new books of piano solos 
and duets, aimed at young beginners by the award-winning 
jazz pianist, composer and educator Nikki Iles. Each piece 
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Elena Cobb and Lang Lang with the winners of the MT Magazine 
Editor's Award, MusicExpo 2019 
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